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To create exceptional, innovative, and adventurous 
theatre and educational programming that advances 
the national dialogue on sexual and gender identity, 
and challenges and entertains audiences in Chicago 
and beyond.

Mission

To be a nationally recognized, intergenerational, 
and community-focused LGBTQIA arts organization 
by creating theatre that fosters awareness, 
understanding, and celebration of all forms of sexual 
and gender expression.

Vision
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Thank you for a terrific and 
energizing season!

As you’ll see bursting from the 
pages of this report, the past year 
has been rich in joyful community 
building, brave storytelling, 
and bold interpretations of our 
mission to advance dialogue 
about gender and sexuality.  

By keeping our focus on three 
strategic pillars – centering education, nurturing new voices, and 
investing in a sustainable foundation - we are proudly building upon 
AFT’s remarkable history.

We travelled around the city this year, forging innovative partnerships 
and bringing LGBTQ+ lives into fresh focus. In the process we used 
many stages and forums to create moving art experiences and amplify 
urgent conversations about immigration, parenting, racial justice, trans 
rights, gender equity, and intergenerational resilience and hope.
 
It’s an honor to be a part of this organization as we build our power. 
Thanks for being here and for making our mission possible. 

Megan Carney
Artistic Director

A Message From

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
MEGAN CARNEY
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Greetings from the Board of 
Directors!

We’ve just wrapped up a 
thrilling season full of inspiring 
moments of growth. The range 
of programming and stories 
pouring forth from AFT artists is 
extraordinary.

From our Equity shows at Theater 
Wit and The Den Theater to the 

20th Anniversary production of the Youth Theatre at the Center on 
Halsted, our mainstage season garnered rave reviews and attracted 
national attention. Through the vision of our youth leaders, we saw 
the birth of KINSHIP events that lifted up voices of Chicago’s queer 
youth in venues like The Martin in Logan Square and the 1700 Space 
at Steppenwolf. Our touring show, Power in Pride, packed school 
auditoriums and conference rooms and our new partnerships with the 
Chicago Humanities Fest, Chicago Ideas Week, and the summer film 
series at Millennium Park allowed us to connect with thousands of 
people through citywide cultural events.

I’ve enjoyed welcoming new Board Members into the company this 
year. Behind the scenes we continue to adopt best practices relevant 
to our nonprofit arts organization to help build momentum for the 
company’s upcoming 25th anniversary in FY2021 and beyond.

Serving on the Board is a unique opportunity to give back and 
participate in something significant and life changing. Together we’re 
utilizing our expertise and insight from various sectors to leverage the 
critical resources that best serve the company’s mission and the work 
ahead. It’s been a great pleasure and we’re excited for what’s next.

Thanks for your support,

 
Becky Huinker
Board Chair

BOARD PRESIDENT
BECKY HUINKER

A Message From



HONORARY BOARD
Rob Abernathy
Jim Andrews
Pat Ewert
Ted Grady
William W. Greaves
Chris Landgraff

Michael Leppen
Dwight A. McBride
William J. Michel
Mary Morten
Mike Sullivan
Denis Weil

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Becky Huinker, President
Aaron Kacel, Vice President
Derek Blin, Treasurer
Ophelia A. Harkness, Secretary

Simon Chavez
Charles A. Jackson
Maxwell Kozial
Delia Kropp

Angelíca Grace
Geoff D. Robinson
Luke Sokolowski
Ed Talideh

BOARD FELLOWS (EX OFFICIO)

Amartya Chatterjee Carlyna Carvalho

  THE PEOPLE OF
ABOUT FACE
STAFF
ARTISTIC & PROGRAMMING

Megan Carney Artistic Director

Alana Parvey Zalas Managing Director

Katie Klemme Interim Managing Director

Mia Vivens Associate Director of Education and Outreach (through April 2019)

Donny Acosta Associate Director of About Face Youth Theatre

Amy Sheahan Education Associate

Benjamin Rezko Operations Coordinator

DEVELOPMENT

Dave (Dylan) Toropov Director of Individual & Major Giving and Special Events

Benjamin Sprunger Director of Institutional Giving

MARKETING & PUBLIC RELATIONS

Will Rogers Marketing Coordinator & Graphic Designer (through June 2019)

Charles Riffenburg Marketing Coordinator & Graphic Designer (since June 2019)

David Rosenberg Public Relations

Matt Schutz Communications Coordinator

INTERNS

Micah Manternach, Tricia Schmitz, Alyssa Cokinis, Mateo Hernandez, McKenzie Wilkes
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ARTISTIC ASSOCIATES
Patrick Andrews
William Boles
Scott Bradley
Sheldon Brown
Mikael Burke
Philip Dawkins
Scott Duff

Scott Ferguson
Armand Fields
John Francisco
Keira Fromm
Delia Kropp
Bob Kuhn
Elizabeth Ledo

Lexi Saunders
Kelli Simpkins
Benjamin Sprunger
Paul Oakley Stovall
Mieka van der Ploeg
Alex Weisman

ARTISTIC ASSOCIATES EMERITI
Amy Beck
Alexandra Billings
Precious Brady-Davis
Joel Butler
Megan Carney
Brad Cawley
Geoffrey M Curley
Jane C. Cho

Shelley Echerd
Mitchell Fain
Steve Futterman
Brian Goodman
Sarah Gubbins
David Hyman
Kyle Hall
Ted Hoerl

Eric Hoff
Jessica Hudson
Patricia Kane
SK Kerastas
Julia Fabris McBride
James McKay
Amy Matheny
Jacob Padron

Andre Pluess
Dida Ritz
Rebecca Rugg
Tanya Saracho
Arturo Soria
Daniel Stermer

YOUTH TASK FORCE
Angelíca Grace, Micah Manternach, Sharon Pasia

The cast of KINSHIP
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MAINSTAGE
PRODUCTIONS
This Bitter Earth  |  Dada Woof Papa Hot  |  The Total Bent  |  20/20



THIS 
BITTER 
EARTH

By Harrison David Rivers
Directed by Mikael Burke

NOVEMBER 1 – DECEMBER 8, 2018
THEATER WIT

1305 ATTENDANCE

PERFORMANCES

JEFF AWARD 
NOMINATIONS;
for BEST PLAY, 
SCENIC DESIGN and  
LIGHTING DESIGN

25

3

CHICAGO PREMIERE!

A deep love is challenged 
by divisive political realities. 
Jesse, an introspective black 
playwright, finds his choices 
called into question when his 
boyfriend, Neil, a white Black 
Lives Matter activist, calls him 
out for his political apathy. As 
passions and priorities collide, 
this couple is forced to reckon 
with issues of race, class and the 
bravery it takes to love out loud.

Featuring Sheldon Brown
and Daniel Desmarais

Scenic Design by Joe Schermoly 
Costume Design  by Bob Kuhn
Lighting Design by John Kelly
Sound Design by Eric Backus
Props Design by Emma Cullimore
Intimacy Design by Sasha Smith
Production Managed by Catherine Allen
Stage Managed by Helen Lattyak
Dramaturgy by AJ Schwartz
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Marketing photo by Anna Gelman  |  Production photos by Michael Brosilow

“Easily
one of the 
best plays 
of 2018”

-CHICAGOONSTAGE.COM

“An intense, analytical journey 
to the intersection of race and 
politics... There’s attention paid 
to the emotional honesty of 
the work, and yet also to the 
richness of the storytelling”

-CHRIS JONES, CHICAGO TRIBUNE

“Sincere and passionate... 
Under Mikael Burke's direction, 
Brown and Desmarais meet 
the play's demands, with 
Brown especially delivering 
a performance of gripping, 
painful intensity.”

-ALBERT WILLIAMS, 
CHICAGO READER

“Important and relevant... this 
production is a stunningly 
smart and memorable 
opening to About Face 
Theatre’s 23rd season”

-COLIN DOUGLAS, 
CHICAGO THEATRE REVIEW



DADA 
WOOF 

PAPA HOT
By Peter Parnell

Directed by Keira Fromm

JANUARY 10 – FEBRUARY 16, 2019
THEATER WIT

1624 ATTENDANCE

CHICAGO PREMIERE!

This funny and sexy play 
follows two gay couples and 
their circle of friends who 
have ventured into the world 
of modern day parenting. 
As friendships deepen and 
vulnerabilities get exposed, 
the foundation of family and 
commitment are shaken. With 
same sex marriage the law of 
the land… what happens next?

Featuring Jos N. Banks, Shane Kenyon, 
Keith Kupferer, Lily Mojekwu, 
Bruch Reed, Benjamin Sprunger,
and Rachel Sullivan

Scenic Design by William Boles
Lighting Design by Claire Chrzan
Costume Design by Noël Huntzinger
Sound Design/Original Compositions 
by Christopher Kriz
Props Design by Jamie Karas
Intimacy Design by Sasha Smith
Production Managed by Catherine Allen
Stage Managed by Dana M. Nestrick

PERFORMANCES25
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“Dada Woof is one of those 
plays that provide both some 
things to ponder and a good 
night out with friends (or 
maybe a spouse). It gets in 
some licks at how straight 
urban liberals — rarely as self-
aware as they might think — 
still stereotype gay parents.”

-CHRIS JONES, CHICAGO TRIBUNE

“This play should be required 
viewing for anybody contem-
plating, however briefly, starting 
a family.”

-MARY SHEN BARNIDGE, 
WINDY CITY TIMES

“An earnest investigation of the 
value of traditions, featuring 
some truly compelling 
performances.”

-REGINA VICTOR, RESCRIPTED

Marketing photo by Anna Gelman  |  Production photos by Michael Brosilow

“Nuanced & 
universally 
well-cast... 
hands down one of the most 
interesting examinations of 
contemporary gay life I’ve 
seen in recent memory.”

-DAN JAKES, CHICAGO READER



THE 
TOTAL 

BENT
Text by Stew, Music & Lyrics by Stew 

and Heidi Rodewald
Directed by Lili-Anne Brown
Produced by Haven Theatre 

in association with About Face Theatre

FEBRUARY 7 – MARCH 10, 2019
DEN THEATRE

1505 ATTENDANCE

MIDWEST PREMIERE!

The son of a gospel star and 
self-proclaimed healer, musical 
prodigy Marty Roy spent his 
childhood writing the songs 
that have made his charismatic 
father famous. But in a nation 
on the verge of social upheaval, 
with the rising heat from the 
street guiding his pen, Marty 
finds himself at odds with his 
spiritually forceful father as he 
strives to create a masterpiece 
of his own that will change 
America—no matter the cost.

Featuring Breon Arzell,
Robert Cornelius, Gilbert Domally, and 
Frederick Harris with Jermaine Hill, 
Eric Lindahl, and Michael Turrentine

Scenic Design by Joe Schermoly 
Lighting Design by John Kelly
Costume Design by Bob Kuhn
Sound Design by Eric Backus
Props Design by Emma Cullimore
Intimacy Design by Sasha Smith
Production Manager by Catherine Allen
Stage Managed by Helen Lattyak
Dramaturgy by AJ Schwartz

PERFORMANCES25
JEFF AWARD 
NOMINATIONS;
for BEST MUSICAL, 
DIRECTOR, PRINCIPAL 
PERFORMER (x2), 
CHOREOGRAPHY, and 
MUSIC DIRECTION

6
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“One of the most robust and 
moving shows you’re likely 
to see this winter... A raucous 
unapologetic celebration 
of black artists who find 
themselves caught between 
staying true to a vision and 
staying alive. ”

-KERRY REID, CHICAGO TRIBUNE

“Dynamite music and top-notch 
performances... Director Lili-
Anne Brown has brought out 
such good performances in her 
two leads that each of them 
demands our attention every 
time he’s on stage”

-KAREN TOPHAM, 
CHICAGOONSTAGE.COM

“More than a 
great musical—
it’s great art... 
This is an emotional ride 
through familial and religious 
resentments.”

-JOSH FLANDERS, 
CHICAGO READER

Production photos by Michael Brosilow



20/20
Created by the About Face Youth Theatre Ensemble

Directed by Megan Carney & Donny Acosta

JULY 12–28, 2019
HOOVER-LEPPEN THEATRE 

AT CENTER ON HALSTED

620 ATTENDANCE

WORLD PREMIERE!

Immersed in a timeless club 
atmosphere, 20/20 explores the 
resilience of chosen families, the 
generational impacts of AIDS, 
and the evolution of gender. 
Inspired by true stories of 
today’s youth, program alumni, 
and master storytellers, this 
performance and all ages party 
draws out powerful lessons from 
the past to envision a vibrant and 
affirming future for queer lives.

Featuring Mal Blasingame,
Nina Cajuste, Angelíca Grace,
Keyonna Jackson, Jessica James, 
Micah Manternach, Natalie O’Hea, 
Sharon Pasia, Dara Prentiss, Lily Rubin, 
Jaden Salazar, and
Lucian Sheldon-Wesley

Scenic Design by Pauline Olesky
Lighting Design by Claire Sangster
Costume Design by Jos. N. Banks
Sound Design by Ariel Zetina
Props Design by 
Micah Manternach
Choreography by Angelíca Grace
Vocal Coach: Zahra Baker
Production Managed by Jenna Meyers
Stage Managed by Amy Sheahan

INCREASE OVER 
2017 ATTENDANCE80%

9 PERFORMANCES
(ALL SOLD OUT)

4 POST-SHOW 
TALKBACKS
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“Brave, curious, intelligent, 
and eloquent... 20/20 is 
powerful stuff.”

-ALBERT WILLAIMS, 
CHICAGO READER

“A living, breathing queer 
retrospective... There’s 
something reassuring about 
intergenerational solidarity, 
particularly between young 
adults; no feeling is truly 
unique, even if it’s personal.”

-NICOLE BLACKWOOD, 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Marketing photo by Anna Gelman  |  Production photos by Michael Brosilow 
Workshop photo by Amy Sheahan
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EDUCATION, 
OUTREACH &
ENGAGEMENT
About Face Youth Theatre  |  Power in Pride  |  Additional Events



50% IDENTIFY AS PEOPLE 
OF COLOR

ENSEMBLE DEMOGRAPHICS

41%
IDENTIFY AS 
TRANSGENDER, 
NONBINARY, AND/OR 
GENDER FLUID

41% CURRENT HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS

22
WORKSHOP

PARTICIPANTS

12
FINAL ENSEMBLE

MEMBERS

PARTICIPANTS

19 AVERAGE AGE OF
PARTICIPANTS

AGE RANGE OF 
PARTICIPANTS14-23

YOUTH THEATRE

AWARDED THE
2019 QUEER YOUTH THEATRE 
PRIDE ALLIANCE AWARD FOR 
“OUTSTANDING COMPANY”
FROM THE PRIDE YOUTH 
THEATRE ALLIANCE

HONORS

AFT Artistic Associate Lexi Saunders
at the Pride Youth Theatre Alliance Conference
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PARTICIPANT REFLECTIONS
“Without information, you can’t be an activist. 
This show was so informational, it allowed me 
to recognize different topics in my community 
that could use some attention and places to find 
resources.” 

“I can definitely say that this process 
has made me less afraid to speak my 
truth.”

“This has been a big year for me personally and 
artistically, and AFYT has done a lot to contribute 
to that growth.”

“I learned that your words can be in many forms 
and they don’t have to be complicated for it to 
be considered art.”

“I feel so much more supported, seen and heard 
than I ever have in any other theatre space. It 
was so nice to not be in a space full of straight 
white men.” 

“I was new to Chicago during the Fall and AFYT 
provided a safe place for me to convene weekly 
and create and hear from people who felt the 
same but weren’t new to Chicago to make me 
feel as if what was happening to me was normal.”

“I feel more aware on racial issues, 
queer racial issues, queer issues, 
gender issues, etc.” 

TOTAL ATTENDANCE AT 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 
THIS YEAR13,667

POWER 
IN PRIDE

2,736

SPECIAL EVENTS
10,061

20/20
620

KINSHIP
250



40
NUMBER OF 
ARTISTS WHO 
PERFORMED

KINSHIP
AN ALL-AGES QUEER

VARIETY SHOW
Curated by the About Face Theatre Youth Task Force: 

Angelíca Grace, Micah Manternach, 
Sharon Pasia, and Donny Acosta

DECEMBER 8, 2018
FEBRUARY 14, 2019

MAY 25, 2019
AT THE MARTIN

JULY 13, 2019 @ STEPPENWOLF THEATRE

250 ATTENDANCE

KINSHIP is a new performance 
series from AFYT created 
by the Youth Task Force. 
An all-ages queer variety 
show series, KINSHIP creates 
brave space for storytelling, 
drag, spoken word-poetry, 
monologues, music, and 
connection for people across 
the city of Chicago. Prioritizing 
young artists of color, most 
performers are youth under 
25 years of age, and many are 
previously unaffiliated with 
About Face Theatre. It is a 
performance series aimed at 
curating a safe, supportive, 
and creative space for queer 
artists to experiment with their 
performance crafts and share in 
a dance party.4 NUMBER OF 

PERFORMANCE IN 
2018-2019
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MILESTONE

KINSHIP’s final performance of 
the season packed the house 
at Steppenwolf’s 1700 theatre 
space, making it the most 
well-attended Look-OUT series 
performance Steppenwolf has 
ever hosted!



POWER 
IN  

PRIDE
Created by the About Face Theatre Outreach cast

This touring show from 2018-
2019 was a 30-minute play and 
interactive discussion, featuring 
five actors. Every actor in this 
show was a person of color, 
allowing for greater connection 
and diversity of representation 
when visiting schools where 
student populations are 
similarly diverse. 

Based in true experiences 
of building chosen family, 
maintaining self care, being 
a strong ally, and finding 
personal joy, Power in 
Pride invited audiences into 
positive dialogue to create 
more equitable and inclusive 
environments for all.

Featuring Dionne Addai 
 Donny Acosta, Angelíca Grace, 

Aimy Tien, and Mia Vivens

10 SCHOOLS REACHED21 PERFORMANCES, 
WITH TALKBACKS

2,736
NUMBER OF STUDENTS, 
TEACHERS & COMMUNITY 
MEMBERS  REACHED
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STUDENT REACTIONS
“I appreciated the self-care piece more than 
anything and it’s a really important thing to 
resonate with everyone in this room. I wish I had 
heard that and seen this when I was younger. It 
would have been a game changer.”

“I’m glad I saw this because I can 
use some of these stories to talk 
to other people.”

“When you were talking about losing your 
grandfather, I had something similar. My nana 
wasn’t a fortune teller but she was an Italian 
matriarch and she had her ways. Losing her 2 
years ago was really hard for me because the 
rest of my family thinks being gay is wrong and 
she was the only one who was more flexible. 
It was nice to have something similar in your 
piece.”

“This is exactly what 
 we need right now.”

Chicago Parks District 
NIGHT OUT IN THE 
PARKS PROGRAM 
Power in Pride performances:

Gill Park in Lakeview
October 6, 2018

Anderson (Louis) Park in Bronzeville
w/ Affinity Community Services
May 18, 2019

Washington Park
w/ Brave Space Alliance
May 25, 2019

Theater on the Lake: Prologue Explores: 
Berger Park
June 26, 2019

Unity Park in Logan Square
w/ Unity Park Advisory Council
August 16, 2019



CHICAGO IDEAS WEEK 
at the MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART
A public program monologue led by 
one of the Outreach actors. 
Attendance: 400

NORTH PARK UNIVERSITY 
AXELSON CENTER 
EQUITY CONFERENCE
A university conference in which 
Outreach led a workshop. 
Attendance: 10

NIGHT OUT IN THE PARKS 
PRESENTS LOVE, SIMON 
at MILLENIUM PARK
A film screening before which AFYT 
and Outreach introduced themselves 
and AFT’s programs and performed 
short monologues before the movie. 
Attendance: 9,000

COLUMBIA COLLEGE 
CHICAGO PANEL
An outreach actor spoke at a university 
panel on LGBTQ activism and 
inclusion. Attendance: 20

PASO: WEST SUBURBAN 
ACTION PROJECT
One outreach actor performed 
monologues and personal stories 
drawing on our Outreach show. 
Attendance: 60 

HAVAS WORKPLACE
At Havas ice cream offices, two actors 
performed a modified version of the 
Outreach show. Attendance: 400

CHICAGO HUMANITIES 
FESTIVAL: The History of Drag 
with Frank DeCaro
An actor performed at a panel hosted 
by one of our neighboring theatres. 
Attendance: 75

THEATRE ON THE LAKE
A panel featuring our Outreach cast. 
Attendance: 6

GENDER REVOLUTION 
IN THE WORKPLACE
A presentation by AFT Artistic 
Associate Delia on trans rights and 
inclusion at the workplace Yello. 
Attendance: 40

10,061 TOTAL SPECIAL
EVENT ATTENDANCE

OUTREACH EVENTS



27

“As a writer and performer, [Outreach] 
challenged me to be genuine in my 
vulnerability. Not just emotional. 
But genuine. I think that’s what kids 
respond to the most profoundly: 
honesty from an adult figure. 
Especially a queer person. It became 
so clear to me that these kids have 
so many unanswered questions that 
they don’t know where to begin until 
we start sharing ourselves. Then, the 
floodgates open and some of the 
most powerful and honest discussions 
about identity, confidence, self worth, 
and origins occur between audience 
and performers. Queer magic at its 
finest.”

–Xander,
Outreach Ensemble Member 2018

PLAY READING
EVENTS
Babes on Stage reading:
SUNSET ARTISTS OF THE AMERICAN WEST
Written by Shualee Cook
Directed by Chika Ike
October 1, 2018 at Rivendell Theatre

OUTFront Program: 
TRANS SCRIPTS, PART I: THE WOMEN
Written by Paul Lucas
Directed by Delia Kropp
November 18, 2018 at Theater Wit

OUTFront Program: 
PACKING
Written by Scott Bradley
Directed by Chay Yew
March 18, 2019 at About Face Theatre

The About Face Theatre family at 
Chicago’s 2019 Pride celebration
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FUNDRAISING 
& FINANCIALS
Wonka Ball: Disco Inferno  |  Financial Statements  |  Supporters



WONKA 
BALL
DISCO INFERNO 

FUNDRAISER
Hosted by Co-Chairs Willa Taylor, Mary Morten and Aaron Kacel

and Honorary Co-Chair Paul Lisnek of WGN TV/Comcast 

APRIL 12, 2019
VENUE WEST

About Face Theatre’s 2019 gala 
fundraiser immersed guests 
in a lush world of drag, disco, 
and decadent club culture. 
The evening was conceived as 
a toast to royalty from Diana 
Ross and Donna Summer 
to the legendary champions 
of ball culture started by 
LGBTQIA communities of 
color. About Face honored the 
incandescent, life-affirming 
power of underground clubs 
in our LGBTQIA history, while 
featuring drag queens and kings 
of today, with all the freshness 
and creativity that makes 
About Face Theatre stand out. 
The evening, hosted by Cleo 
Pockalipps (winner, Roscoe’s 
Drag Race 2018), featured great 
food, cocktails, a silent auction, 
raffle, live entertainment and 
music from DJ CircuitMOM.

Proceeds support About Face 
Theatre’s award-winning 
mainstage programming and 
nationally-recognized youth 
education and outreach 
program.

ATTENDANCE

FUNDS RAISED

VOLUNTEERS
& ARTISTS

$64K
279

30+
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LEPPEN LEADERSHIP AWARD WINNERS:

Affinity Community Services,
a social justice organization serving the 
needs of the Black LGBTQ community of 
Chicago with a particular focus on Black 
women

Precious Brady-Davis,
a local award-winning diversity advocate, 
communications professional and public 
speaker.

ABOUT FACE YOUTH THEATRE
MVP AWARD WINNERS:

Micah Manternach
Sharon Pasia
Jimbo Pestano



ASSETS FY18 FY19*

Cash $21,016.44 $65,510.93

Recievables $65,736.00  $72,130.08 

Prepaid Expenses $10,404.69  $6,211.57 

Security Deposits $16,226.58  $16,236.72 

Fixed Assets $23,092.33  $25,222.42

Total Assets $136,476.04  $185,311.72 

LIABILITIES   
Accounts Payable  $10,413.99  $5,435.53 

Deferred Income   $135,004.16  $74,360.00 

Loans Payable  $41,397.00  $103,386.60 

Accrued Expenses  $113.63  $113.63

Total  Liabilities     $186,928.78  $183,295.76 

 
 

EQUITY
Net Income  -$19,554.30  $52,498.70 

Retained Earnings  -$30,898.44 -$50,482.74

Total Equity  -$50,452.74  $2,015.96 

 

Total Liabilities and Equity  $136,476.04  $185,311.72

2018-2019 
FINANCIALS
BALANCE SHEET

* For fiscal year ending August 31, 2019. Pre-audit results.
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EARNED REVENUE  FY18 FY19* 
Ticket Sales and Memberships  $69,900.43  $53,601.57 
Education Income  $14,025.00  $18,579.56 
Rentals & Other Income  $56,711.56  $67,425.73

Total Earned Revenue   $140,636.99  $139,606.86 
 

CONTRIBUTED 
REVENUE  
Individuals - Board and Staff  $72,037.77  $55,413.65 
Special Events  $79,426.04  $62,641.38 
Individuals - Other  $128,857.26  $111,426.89 
Corporate Sponsorships  $20,897.03  $8,117.28 
Foundations  $209,964.74  $290,185.00 
Government  $34,170.00  $24,989.00 

Total Contributed Revenue  $545,352.84  $552,773.20 

Total Revenue  $685,989.83  $692,380.06 

ADMINSTRATIVE 
EXPENSES
Salaries & Benefits  $284,163.47  $306,628.29 
Stipends  $30,106.00  $17,364.00 
Business, Interest, Insurance  $59,707.59  $36,759.87 
Marketing & PR  $38,136.69  $30,727.30 
Office Supplies   $4,707.66   $5,686.68  
Fundraising & Events  $22,117.12   $9,794.47  
Rent & Facilities   $55,683.59  $60,165.96 

Total Adminstrative Expense   $494,622.12  $467,126.57 

ARTISTIC EXPENSES  
Artist & Technician Fees  $125,619.88  $115,203.80 
Space Rental  $43,450.00  $30,841.00 
Materials and Supplies  $41,882.13  $26,739.99 

Total Artistic Expense  $210,952.01  $172,784.79 

Total Expenses  $705,574.13  $639,911.36 

Change in Net Operating Assets -$19,584.30  $52,468.70

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES



$500-$999

Jake Autizen
Cheryl Lynn Bruce and Kerry Marshall
Michael Camp
Evette Cardona and Mona Noriega
Simon Chavez
Victor Corder
Ed Dawkins
Brent Fisher and Jim Rinnert
James Glazier and James Ferguson
Em Hall
Jeffrey Hamm and Brian Elmore
Britton Iverson
John Kander
John Kelly
Ken Luskin

Amy Matheny and Kiki Haralambides
Gary Metzner and Scott Johnson
John Morse and Wes Broquard
Mary Morten
George Dante Pineda
Charlotte Prince
Steve and Donna Robinson
Anthony Ruth
David Schoon
Thomas Sinkovic
Michael Sullivan
Denis Weil
Laurie Wilson
Paul Winberg and Bruce Czuchna
Michael Zusman

$100-$499

Anonymous (x28)
Geoff and John Aliter-Bieger
Nina Fernandez
Chris Baer and Matt Greenberg
Tracy Baim
Peter Baranowski
Ken Barnett
Gregory Barton
Dave Bentlin
Joe Betancourt
Roger Bialcik
Thomas Blaser
John Bowen
Pandora and Mark Brewer
Jennie Brier

FOUNDERS SOCIETY
With a generous annual contribution or monthly gift totaling $1,000 or more in a year, Founders 
Society members support today’s LGBTQ+ artists creating About Face Theatre’s mainstage 
performances as well as tomorrow’s leaders with AFT”s youth and outreach ensembles.

$10,000+

Becky Huinker
Robert McCamant
Quinn and Larry Mitchell
Nan Schaffer and Karen Dixon

$5,000-$9,999

Jonathan Abarbanel
Rob Abernathy and Peter Vamvakas
Derek Blin
Julia Fabris and Bill McBride
Aaron Kacel
Maxwell Koziol and Justin E. Runquist
Bill Michel and Mark Botelho
Charles Rhee
Geoff and Emily Robinson
Robert A. White Trust

$1,000-$4,999

Michael Alexa
Geoffrey Anderson
Jim Andrews and Rich Cohrs
Jim Bennett and Terry Vanden Hoek
Phillip Burgess and Jim Nutter
Erik Burns and Benjamin Sprunger
Kathleen and Evan Caliento
Megan Carney
Victoria Carney
Judge Tom Chiola (Retired)
Claire Chrzan
Christopher Dionesotes 
   and Sam Portaro
Eileen Dordek and Chris Landgraff
Pat Ewert and Susan Blake
Dr. Wayne Franklin and Pete Eriksson
Gary L. Gephart
Jason Held and John Sanders

Charles A. Jackson
Elizabeth Kimball and Donald Frey
Hal Kugeler and Edward Flood
Daniel and Anita Mauro
Dr. Dwight McBride
Ed Potocek
Jack Segal and Michael Halberstam
Paul Semper and Eric Medina
Coco Soodek and Roxanne Saylor
Stephen Lowell Swanberg
Richard Sypniewski
Ed Talideh

DONORS
INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Reflects donations made between September 1, 2018 and August 31, 2019.
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Alexandra Buck
Edson and Judy Burton
Phillip Carabello
Paul Cary
Bill Chamberlain and Howard Heyman
Yvette Chavez
Randall Chism
Adrian Choy
Dana Cohen
Darwin Corrin
Marisela Cruz
John Dally and Todd Young
Anthony D'Amato
Steven Davis and Eddie Rothermel
John D'Emilio
Aaron Dennison
Suzanne Donnels
Dan Dornbrook
Kenneth East and Timothy Thurlow
Toby Eveland and Brian Johnson
Bob Fealy
Rose and Bob Fealy
Janet Ferguson
Kim Fountain
Donald Fraynd
Lisa Freeman and Heather Schmucker
Daniel Frett and Jacqueline 
   Kurcz-Frett
Judy Friedman
John Gallagher and Tod Dappert
David Germaine
Ethel and Bill Gofen
Randall Grant
Kevin and Alex Gregory-Perez
Pat Guizzetti
Kathryn Hanley
Roland C. Hansen
Christopher Harnack
Matthew Harvat
Steve Haught and Bob Stoner
Jordan Heinz
Kip Helverson
Linda Heying
Theodor Hoerl and Steve Scott
Amy Hutchison
Nick Hutson
James Huttenhower and Phillip 
Tommey
Lynne Inman
Todd Israel
Marina Jankovic
Bridget Jones and Dinesh Goburdhun
Robin and Steven Kacel — In Honor 
   of Aaron Kacel
Pat Kane and Kim Osgood
Charles Katzenmeyer — In Honor of 
   Jim Andrews & Rich Cohrs
Drew and Anne Kent
Ekaterina Khazin
Jack Kiburz
Chase Kimball
Tom Klein
Ronald Klimek

Jean Klingenstein
Tamara Koury
Brett Kring
Anna Kristen
Maria Kronfeld
J.R. Kulik
Jeffrey LaHoste
Anna Larsen
Katharine Lessaris
Dylan Levy
Mike Liska
Eric Lofdahl
Chris Lonn
Lynn Macal
Robert Mahoney
Robert Malandrino
George Marx
Cynthia Matthews and John Kenny
John Matthews
Thomas Mattingly
Carl May
Melissa McAtee
Ann and Lynn McBurney-Soderlund
Roger McCaffrey-Boss
Kathleen McCain and John Engman
Kevin McGirr
Andreas Melinat
Colleen Miloni
Anthony Miner
Patricia Molina
Jacob Mueller
Agustin Munguia
Megan Newman
John Newton
Kara Obergefell
Larry Olson
Susan Onken and Katy Walsh
Andrea Opperman
James Orr
Chad Osborn
Chris Parkinson
Marla Parvey
Hayden Penn
Anna Pettersson
RoiAnn Phillips
Tim Pontarelli
Carmela Primavera
Jerry Proffit
Nabeela Rasheed
Ellen Jordan Reidy
Ryan Renfroe
Anna Jung and Adam Robinson
Adam M. Rossier
Andrew Rowe
Steve Roy and Lloyd Kohler
Casey Ryan
William Ryder
Hunter Sanders
James Scalzitti
Curt Schade
Judith and Jack Schindler
Chris Schmidt
Scott Schroeder

Bob Schwartz
John Schwartz
Robert Schwengel
Jeff B. Sedoff
Kathryn Seifert
Jeffrey Shade
F. Sheppard Shanley
Timothy Sherck
Richard H. Shoemaker and 
   James E. Ruud
RJ Silva
Norm Sloan
George Smart and Bruce Bell
Jeremy and Stephanie Smith
Max Sobell — In Memory of 
   Nancy Gruber
Luke Sokolowski
Jeffrey Spivock
Rick Stoneham
Brad Suster and Hector Hernandez
Ruthann Szente
Scott Takacs
Willa Taylor
Barbara and Randy Thomas
M. Thomas
Dylan (Dave) Toropov
Joshua Turnbull — In Honor of 
   Aaron Kacel
Ray Vasiukevicius
Heather Vickery and Bernadette Smith
Moises Villada
D. Gray Vogelmann
Andrew Volkoff
Alexia Ward
Biz Wells and Jessica Carson
Ann Whitney
James Wiltshire
Ray Wohl
Spencer Wood
Brian Woodworth
Todd Young and John Dally

$1-$99

Anonymous (x102)
Anonymous — In Honor of Jaden
Steven Acosta
Susie Alexander
Sam Allen and Travis Myers
Clyde Alpert
Reginald Alston
Jason Anderson
Lauren Anderson
Al and Rosanne Andrews
Abigail R. Armato
David Aslesen
Carmelo Barbaro and 
   Alexander Boni-Saenz
Jennifer Barron Fishman
Linda Bartoli
Nicole Blaje
Cristen Bolan



Jim Bonfield and Humberto Rodriguez
Wendy Bostwick
Aviana Bowie
Christine Bowman
Scott Bradley
James Brott
Gail Browder
Laura Brown
Brigid and Mike Brown
Daniel Brownell
Dr. Keith Burgard
Lauren Caisman
Sheila Carney
Noreen Costelloe
Vanessa Crowder
M. Pat Cummings
Mark Cummings
Zane Dean
Matt Dela Cruz
Reshma Desai
Sandgren, Adelina & Greta Dinkel
Katharine Dixon
Kelly Duke
Paul Eberhardt
Zach Ebner
James Embrescia
Charles Engman
Michal Eskayo
Patti Flynnn
Kenneth H. Frank
Yvette Garcia
Jared Geller and Drew Kirkbride
Joy and Marc Gerber
Norden Gilbert and Ben Thomas
Steve Glickman
Gabriel Gomez
Melissa Grayson
Sarah Grebasch
James Hagearty
Cecil Hall
Kevin Hansen

Lisa Honaman
Peggy and Bill Horan
Stacey Horn and Sharon Grimm
Sandra Hoyt
Kim Hunt
Bill Hynes and Roger Ward
Lynn Katsulis
James Kendall
Carol Kennedy
Kyle Knight
Tim Knipper
Monica Kowalski
Justin Koziatek
Harry and Susan Letzmann
Heidi Letzmann
Derek Liavas
Hannah Linn
Joan Lipkin
Dawn Mansfield
Devin Marshall
Jean McDonnell
Kevin McLemore
David McMillan
Erica Meium
Brian Merlo
John Mitchell
Georgette Mitrovic
Kenneth and Christine Moe
Ken and Christine Moe
Scott Morgan
Ann Morris and Vada Woods
Thomas Mass
Erika Napletano
David Niemeyer
Nathan Novaria
Felix Olivares and Luis Ortega
Charlotte Ostrow
Vincent Pagan
Bethany Pagels-Minor
Marissa Panganiban
Jessica Pedersen

John Perkins
David Pezen
Marija Plavsic
Scott Plummer
Vincent Poggi
Wendy Pollack
Nick Rabkin and Cynthia Weiss
Michelle Roman
Noel Rosario
Jeremy Rosenberg
Barbara Rothschild
Lily Rubin
Paul Sabelka
Sharvari Sastry
Ed Scheer
James Schiff
Matt Schutz
Ari Shaw
Larry Siegal
Emma Skorepa
Eva Skye
Ryan Stanfield
William Stephan
Stacy Stoltz
Kerry Strahm
Christopher Stratton
Carol Stukey
Ronald Thomas
John Thompson
L. Thornton
Amy E. Toft Mattefs
Mary Toropov
Dawn Walter
Kate Warner
Wilbert Watkins
Jennifer Weinberg
Charles Whitmer
Matthew Wright and Christopher Duke
Haralambos Bobby Xydis
Alana Zalas

Jim Andrews and Rich Cohrs
Dave Bentlin
Megan Carney
Victoria Carney
Judge Tom Chiola (Retired)
Kenneth Creech
Alan Eddington
Pat Ewert and Susan Blake
Brent Fisher and Jim Rinnert
Dr. Wayne Franklin and Pete Eriksson
Jeffrey Hamm and Brian Elmore

Bill Chamberlin and Howard Heymen
Amy Hutchison, 
  In Honor of Megan Carney
Lynne Inman
Elizabeth Kimball
Daniel and Anita Mauro, In Honor of 
  Erik Burns and Ben Sprunger
Dr. Dwight McBride
Bill Michel and Mark Botehlo
Hunter Sanders
Paul Semper and Eric Medina

RJ Silva
Norm Sloan
Michael Sullivan
Stephen Lowell Swanberg
Dylan Toropov, In Honor of 
   the AFT Community
Steve Trubac
Joshua Turnbull, In Honor of 
   Aaron Kacel
Moises Villada

SUSTAINERS CIRCLE
About Face Theatre would like to thank the Sustainers Circle, a community of donors who 
pledge a recurring monthly or quarterly donation in support of the Theatre and its mission to 
advance the national dialogue on sexual and gender identity
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DONORS
CORPORATE, FOUNDATION 
& GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS
Reflects donations made between September 1, 2018 and August 31, 2019.

16th Street Theater
2nd Story
The A.C.T. Group
AbbVie Foundation
Actors’ Equity Foundation, Inc.
AIDS Foundation of Chicago
Alphawood Foundation
Amazon Smile
American Blues Theater
American Online
Andies Restaurant
Ann Sathers Restaurant
The Annoyance
Antique Taco
Apple
Arlington International Racecourse
Arthur Murray Dance Center
Arts Work Fund For 
   Organizational Development
Athenaeum
Aveda Institute
The Bagel
Bar Roma
The Baton Show Lounge
Be Yoga Andersonville
Best Western - Hawthorne Terrace
Big & Little’s
Big City Swing
The Biscuit Man
Black Box Acting
Blue Man Group
BLVDier
BoHo Theatre
The Book Cellar
Booth One
Breeze Art Creatives
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP
Burke’s Public House
Cabot Cheese
Cafe Ba-Ba-Reeba
Cafe Selmarie
Cards Against Humanity
Carol’s Cookies
Cellars Bar & Grill
CH Distillery
Cheesecake Factory
Chi-Town Shakti Yoga and Meditation
Chicago A Cappella
Chicago Architecture Center
Chicago Bears

Chicago Botanic Garden
Chicago Children’s Theatre
Chicago Cubs
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs 
   & Special Events (DCASE)
Chicago Filmmakers
Chicago Gay Men’s Chorus
Chicago Magic Lounge
Chicago Mosaic School
Chicago Opera Theater
Chicago Park District
Chicago Sinfonietta
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Chicago Tap Theatre
Chicago White Sox
The Chopping Block
Chubb Charitable Foundation
CIBC Bank USA
City Lit Theater Company
City Winery Chicago
CityLvn
Club Lucky
Coalfire Pizza
The Coffee Studio
Collaboraction
The ComedySportz Theatre
Cookies By Design
Court Theatre
Cowboys and Astronauts
Crossroads Fund
Dell
Divvy
Douglas J. Aveda Institute
Drew’s on Halsted
Drury Lane Theater Oakbrook Terrace
Dusek’s
Early to Bed
Edge of Sweetness
Edgewater Candles
Edgewater Chamber of Commerce
Eli’s Cheesecake
Epic Burger
Escape Artistry
Fajita Factory
Fat Cat
Few Spirits
Fireside Pub, Inc.
First Floor Theater
Fleming’s Steak House
Float Sixty
Frontera Grill & Topolobampo

Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley 
   Foundation
Gene Siskel Film Center
Gethsemane Garden Center
The Gift Theatre Company
Gochnauer Family Foundation
Goddess & Grocer
Good Catch Vegan Seafood
Goodman Theatre
The Great Escape Room
Great Lakes Realty Central Inc.
Greenbush Brewing Company
HaiSous Vietnamese Kitchen
Hamburger Mary’s
Hard Look Apparel
Haven Theater
Hell in a Handbag Productions
House of Blues
The House Theatre of Chicago
Howl At The Moon
Human Rights Campaign
Huron Consulting Group
Hutch American Bistro
IBM
Ignite Glass Studios
Illinois Arts Council
In Grape Company
Intercontinental Chicago
Intuit: The Center for Intuitive and 
Outsider Art
The iO Theater
The Iron Horse Hotel
IVme Wellness + Performance Center
JAM Productions
Jayson Home
Jeni’s
Jerry’s
Joe Koecher Fine Art
Joffrey Ballet
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
Jonathan Logan Family Foundation
Joseph Ahn Fine Art
Journeyman Distillery
JPMorgan Chase
Dr. Steven N. Kacel, D.D.S.
Kal’ish Short Order Vegan
Kingston Mines
Kokandy Productions
Konak Pizza and Grill
Konica Minolta Business Solutions 
   USA, Inc.



Koval Distillery
Kuma’s Corner
Kwai Fah Acupuncture Clinic
Lady Gregory’s Pub
Las Mananitas
League Of Chicago Theatres
Leigh Gallery
LG’s Bar Old Town
Lifeline Theatre
Lillstreet Art Center
Little Beans Cafe
Live Nation
London House
Longacre
Lookingglass Theatre Company
Lou Malnati’s
Lovers’ Lane
Lucky Strike Chicago
Lula Cafe
Lulu’s/Taco Diablo/Five & Dime
Lynfred Winery
MacArthur Fund for Arts & Culture 
   at Prince
Maggiano’s Little Italy
Mango Pickle
Marriott Theatre
MARS Gallery
Mercury Theater
Merz Apothecary
Michael and Mona Heath Fund
MillerCoors
Milwaukee Chamber Theatre
Milwaukee Repertory Theater
Morton Arboretum
Music of the Baroque
Music Theater Works
Nancy Pirri Fine Art
Nando’s Peri Peri
National Museum of Mexican Art
Native Foods
Network for Good
The New Colony
Noir D’Ebene Chocolat et Patisserie

North Halsted Area Merchants Assoc.
Northlight Theatre
Oceanique Restaurant
Octavio Cantina & Kitchen
Old Town School of Folk Music
Onesto
Orangetheory Fitness Edgewater
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum
Petterino’s
Pilates Chicago, Inc.
Piven Theatre Workshop
Pivot Arts
Polk Bros. Foundation
Porchlight Music Theatre
Proud To Run
PRP Wine International
Ramen San
Range
Rattleback Records
Raven Theatre Company
A Red Orchid Theatre
Red Weddings
Redtwist Theatre
Reggie’s Rock Club
Remy Bumppo Theatre Company
Reva and David Logan Foundation
Revolution Brewing
Rivendell Theatre Ensemble
Rodan + Fields
Roy’s Furniture
Second City
Shariana Images
Shedd Aquarium
Shubert Foundation
Sideshow Theatre Company
Sidetrack
Silk Road Rising
Sky Zone
Skydeck Chicago
Skylight Music Theatre
Somerset
Spacca Napoli

Spinning J Bakery
Spinning Wheel Brands
Split-Rail
Sprinkles Cupcakes
Staypineapple Hotels
Steep Theatre Company
Steppenwolf Theatre Company
Storytown Improv
Studio Us
Swirlz Cupcakes
Sybaris
The T-Shirt Deli
Tejas Yoga
The Theater Offensive
Theater Wit
Theatre at the Center
Theo Ubique Cabaret
Thousand Waves Martial Arts 
    and Self Defense Center
Three Tarts Bakery and Cafe
TimeLine Theatre Company
Trader Joes
Trattoria Demi
Tweet
Uncommon Ground
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
UnitedHealth Group
Vanille Patisserie
Victory Gardens Theater
Vincent
Wilde Bar & Restaurant
Willow Room
Windy City Performing Arts 
    and Windy City Treble Quire
Windy City Playhouse
Wink Optical
Winter’s Jazz Club
Women and Children First Chicago
Workday, Inc.
Writers’ Theatre
Yoga Now Chicago
Zanies
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